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Annual Report
Fiscal Year 2006
It is with pleasure that I report on behalf of the Buck Rock Foundation that we are meeting our goals and objectives in our mission to preserve the tradition of fire lookouts through restoration, education and staffing for the purpose of fire detection. 

Parade Magazine, in collaboration with the National Trust for Historic Preservation and The History Channel sponsors “Tell America’s Story” Preservation Award Contest.  This contest invites the public to nominate places where history happened – places connected to individuals, groups or events that shaped our country.  The goal of the contest was to shine a light on the little known places that had a big impact on America’s history and culture.  Buck Rock Foundation Director Matthew Geer, saw the invitation for nominations and thought Buck Rock as a representative of fire lookouts fit the bill perfectly. He submitted a beautifully written essay describing the site’s importance and the story behind it.  In 2006 PARADE and the National Trust awarded our entry an honorable mention noting that Buck Rock Lookout and fire lookouts in general have made a worthy impact and footprint on the history of our country.  
The Parade story was just the beginning of our good fortune.  In August, LA Times travel writer Susan Spano paid a visit to both Buck Rock and Park Ridge.  Her subsequent article made the front page of the Travel section and was eventually picked up by the Associated Press circulating news of Buck Rock and our Foundation throughout the country.  Later in October, during the huge southern California “Day Fire”, National Public Radio paid a visit to fire camp and interviewed me about what it was like to be a lookout and why preserving lookouts is important.  I heard from friends and acquaintances as far away as Boston Massachusetts who listened to the interview.  Our message about the significance of fire lookouts is getting out there!
We concentrated our efforts on the growing success of our Volunteer Lookout Program, providing staffing for Buck Rock, Delilah and Park Ridge lookouts.  Our lookout training program has become one to be proud of with interagency leadership providing instruction in all disciplines.  Volunteers also aided in our public relations efforts by participating in the Foundation’s annual Buck Rock Open House, Celebrate Sequoia Festival, and Bioregions Festival.  During the Fall, Volunteer Coordinator Wendy Garton and I attended the Forest Fire Lookout Association Western Regional Conference in Big Bear, California, where we gathered information and ideas for the 2007 season.  
Several maintenance projects were completed including replacing the fire finder stand at Delilah, removing unsafe batteries from the interior of Delilah, repairing the gate at the top of the stairway at Buck Rock while completely treating its timbers, stairway and cab with preservative.  A new memorial bench was donated and installed at the base of Buck Rock and a new flag and flag pole were installed on the catwalk.  This year over 6,000 people - from youth groups and folks from the local community to guests from all over the world - visited our local fire lookouts, providing a unique opportunity for fire prevention education and interpretation of the local environment and natural history.
The PARADE recognition reminds us of the importance of our Foundation, not only as a means to save Buck Rock Lookout, but to promote the history and the service to our communities that all of the remaining fire lookouts provide.  We have made great strides preserving our local fire lookouts, but we are faced with recent news that some, like Bear Mountain and Blue Ridge are on the verge of removal.  With a below average rainfall this winter in our mountains and foothills, a dry summer of high-fire danger awaits.  Preserving and staffing fire lookouts has never been more important.   
Kathryn Ball, President

