Lookout End of Season Report 


Delilah Lookout

 2007

Narrative

With no snow on the ground and grass already at hip-level, Delilah went into service on May 25th, 2007.   Within hours, we had our first smoke report – a fire at Trimmer Springs on the Sierra.  Although it wasn’t a first report (lookout Wendy Garton was busy on hands and knees doing a thorough cleaning of cabinets when she heard the pre-alert), we confirmed that the smoke existed and its location before resources arrived on scene.  With Wendy at the helm, volunteers staffing Delilah stayed busy both early and late in the season monitoring several prescribed burns on the Sierra National Forest.   Our goal was to staff Delilah on Fence Meadow Lookout’s (SNF) days off (Tuesday and Wednesday) and during high fire danger days and after lightning busts.   Delilah was staffed for a total of 65 days, all of which were covered by volunteers.  Special mention should go to Brent Iden, Charlie Tufts and Wendy Garton, who together covered 75 % of those days.   Delilah went out of service for the season on November 7th, 2006.

The bulk of the action came during the season’s biggest lightning bust, the week leading up to Labor Day.  For several days cell after cell passed right over the tower, lightning bolts crashing randomly into the forest below.  Miraculously, the lookout never took a direct hit.  It was interesting to see the activity increase as the storms tracked from the foothills in the south then headed north into the western portion of the High Sierra Ranger District of the Sierra.   For the first time in years, there seemed to be more cloud to ground lightning in the Front Country than in the High Country/Buck Rock territory.  

With great views of the Kings River drainage, the Kings River District (SNF) and the Central Valley, Delilah was well-equipped to assist with the monitoring of several prescribed burns including the Barnes Burn (SNF), the Dinkey Burn (SCE), the Edison (SCE), the Valley View (NPS) and the Indian Rock (SNF).

Interesting wildlife notes:  Sightings of bald eagle, golden eagle, red tail hawk, blue heron, osprey, deer (including a doe and fawns), bobcat, coyote, hummingbirds, bear, wasps and one very persistent bat (inside the cab!) from Delilah.

Interesting human notes:  We had visitors!  110 that signed the guest book.  Is this a record?  We were pleased that Squaw Valley Engine 4393 responded to our invitation to visit Delilah, which they did on June 20th.  Wendy was in service training new volunteers Jack and Rita Nee and was able to provide an orientation to a very impressed group of fire fighters.  It didn’t hurt that the view was enhanced by ongoing prescribed burns and good visibility.

Delilah Stats 2007

In Service May 25, 2007

Closed for the Season – November 7, 2007

Smoke Reports = 4


“Hill”  CAL-Fire 8/30  WG


“Springs” SQF 8/30 WG


“Laurel” SNF 8/30 WG


“Cabin” SNF 8/30 WG

Smoke Checks = 6


“SCE Burn” SNF 6/11 WG


“SCE Burn” SNF 6/11 WG


“Jesse Morrow Control Burn” CAL-Fire 7/25 


“Not Found” SQF near Delilah 8/30 WG


“Not Found” SEKI 9/27 TA


“Illegal Burn” Sequoia Highlands 11/3 BI

Fire Confirmations = 1


“Trimmer” SNF 5/25 WG

Fires Monitored = 5

Number of Visitors = 110

Staffing Statistics

Staffed entirely by Buck Rock Volunteers


Volunteer Days – 


AD Days - 

Project Work, Maintenance and Purchases

Cassette Recorder (SQF)

Rain Gauge (SQF)

Compass (SQF)

Miscellaneous cleaning supplies (BRF)

2 Ni-cad batteries (donated BRF)

First Aid Kit (BRF)

Road brushed (SQF blue card crews)

Piles burned (SQF)

Inventory

Propane refrigerator

4 Burner Stove with oven

Water pump with faucet

Osborne Fire Finder

Propane stove

Single bed

Stools (2)

Chairs (2)

Handy Talkie

Bendix-King Base Radio

Shower 

Pentax 10x50 binoculars

Belt Weather Kit 

Kestrel 

Compass

Combination Locks (2)

Maps – Assorted forest recreation and topo maps

Operation Manual, which includes Fire Fighter’s Guide

Weather Books and Cloud Chart

Radio 

Dictionary

Clock

Oil lamp

Assorted bathroom and kitchen towels

Comforter

1 Rugs

1 Inverter

Trashcan 

Broom, mop, dust pan

American Flag (no pole)

Tool Box with Assorted Tools

Wish List/To Do’s

Propane tank needs filling/check lines (Lovewell’s)

Ceiling leak repair

A working telephone

New floor covering (the carpet is torn and worn)

Repair or replace hinge mechanism on north window

Lighting for stairway (maybe something that can plug into existing solar panel system?)

New fire finder map

Flag Pole

Window shades (special see through type)

Interior paint

Road gate placed 1 mile from lookout

Lookout Elevation Sign below lookout

Remove rust and paint tower

Scanner

Fridg/freezer compartment repair (new seal needed, latch broken)

Sleeping Bag

Subdivision Map (CDF)

Household supplies (paper towels, dish soap, matches, hand sanitizer, garbage bags)

Air mattress or cot

3 clipboards

Coffee percolator

File Box

Fly swatter

Wasp traps and spray

Paint outhouse

