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Buck Rock Lookout 2007

Narrative

Despite indications that we might endure the fire season to end all fire seasons, fire activity on the Hume Lake Ranger District and surrounding Kings Canyon National Park was minimal.  With lesser than normal snow pack, we paid homage to the resident marmot and opened the lookout for Memorial Weekend on May 26th.  The first few smoke reports were legal human caused fires in areas where we normally don’t see smoke (fire places and barbeques).    Although thunder storm activity did occur throughout the summer, it seemed to take place mostly on the east side of the Sierra or was cloud to cloud locally.  It wasn’t until the last few days in August that we received lightning of any consequence.  From August 30th through Labor Day weekend, a series of thunderstorms provided the bulk of the seasonal fire reports (see attached fire statistics report).

The Buck Rock Foundation hosted a variety of visitor and special event activities at the lookout.  The annual Open House happened on July 7th with over 400 people signing the guest book.  We offered barbeque chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs, and hot links cooked by our very own volunteers and entertained guests with Smokey Bear, activities for kids and booths staffed with lookout merchandise.  A surprise visit by newly appointed Forest Supervisor Tina Terrell was a highlight.  Our “Sunset at Buck Rock” programs were well attended and professionally presented – Bud Todd spoke on little known facts of the giant sequoia while Jack Van Amringe lectured on the unique geology of Kings Canyon.  For 6 weeks every Tuesday the Hume Lake Christian Camp brought anywhere from 20 to 60 people up for a tour of Buck Rock. Volunteers Jeff Parker and Tom Nordquist helped provide crowd control while engaging the visitors with interpretation of Buck Rock and the surrounding area.  We were also visited regularly by the Pythian Youth Camp. Bearkskin Diabetic Camp, Sequoia Lake YMCA family camp and the Wellness Adventure Kids.  On Labor Day, Eddie Tupishna presided over the “Blessing of the Rock.”  Numerous people lined up to partake in this Native American ceremony, indulge in the refreshments and enjoy the view.  Over 6,000 visitors signed the guest book this season.

Maintenance projects included early season repair of the two catwalk gates, which sustained winter storm damage (volunteer Jeff Parker rebuilt the gates using heavy duty hardware and reinforced joints, the Foundation paid for the materials); replacing and painting one piece of T-111 marmot chewed siding (BRF); linseed oiling the catwalk and railings, picnic table and memorial bench (KB); replacing the door frame and jam (E-32); weather stripping the doorway (KB); installing a lock in bottom portion of door (KB); rebuilding part of the trail leading to the stairway (2 separate efforts by High Sierra Trail crew and BRF volunteers); and re-roofing the weather equipment shed below the lookout (FS paid for materials, BRF volunteer labor).  Engine 32 felled three dead red fir trees that stood near the picnic table below the tower.  The Southern Sierra Climbers Association’s annual project work weekend was cancelled due to snow, but is re-scheduled for July 2008.

Interesting wildlife notes:  A marmot was on the catwalk upon first arrival to the lookout and regularly hung out beneath the rocky overhang below the water tank.  Marmots were prolific this season to the degree that one hitched a ride to Pinehurst in the engine compartment of the fire watcher’s Toyota pick-up truck.   We once again hung a bird feeder which attracted numerous hummingbirds until the first cold snap in late September.  The usual family of ravens kept us company, asking for handouts and warding off other birds of prey. We enjoyed sightings of golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, goshawks, peregrine falcons, Coopers hawks, golden mantle squirrels, lizards, wrens, flickers, blue grouse, mountain quail, and osprey.

The season came to a close without any significant weather event and on November 3rd, at 1300, with the aid of E-32 and Patrol 32, Buck Rock went out of service for the season. 

Buck Rock Stats 2007

In Service May 26, 2007

Closed for the Season – November 3, 2007

Smoke Reports = 6


“Sphinx”  SEKI 7/4 KBA


“Josephine” SEKI 7/31 KBA


“Black” SQF 8/30 KBA


“Quintero” SEKI 8/30 KBA


“Fir” SQF 8/31 KBA


“Stony” SQF 10/31 KBA

Smoke Checks = 7


“Dam” SQF 5/31 KBA


“Diamond” SQF 6/21 KBA


Non-stat (Not Found) SEKI near Kennedy Pass 8/7


Non-stat (Water Dog) SQF Mitchell Ridge 9/8 BI


Non-stat (Large Campfire)  SQF near Weaver Lake 10/7 KBA


Illegal Campfire - SQF 10 Mile 10/27 WG


Non-stat (Abandoned Campfire) SQF Big Meadows 11/1 KBA

Fire Confirmations = 3


“Jennie” SQF 5/26 KBA


“Baldy West” SEKI 8/30 KBA


”Obelisk” SNF 9/7 JH

Fires Monitored = 8

Number of Visitors = 6,050 (+/-)

Staffing Statistics

· Buck Rock Seasonal Staffing (GS-seasonal employee and Buck Rock Foundation volunteers)

May 25, 2007 – November 6, 2007 -
Total Days = 159 


Volunteer Days 58


GS Days 101

Inventory

Sanyo refrigerator

4 Burner Stove with oven

Water pump with faucet

Osborne Fire Finder

Wood Stove

Single bed

Stools (2)

Chairs (2)

Hard-line telephone

Bearcat Scanner

Bendix-King Base Radio

Portable shower with pump

Pentax 10x50 binoculars

Bushnell 10x50 binoculars

Compaq Laptop Computer

Belt Weather Kit 

Kestrel 

Maps – Assorted forest recreation and topo maps

Operation Manual, which includes Fire Fighter’s Guide

Weather Books and Cloud Chart

Radio “boom box” (broken)

Dictionary

Clock

Table lamp

Coffee Maker

Telephone

Assorted bathroom and kitchen towels

Comforter/sheet set

2 Rugs

2 Power surge protectors

Fireplace tools

Trashcan

Broom, mop, dust pan

American Flag 

Flag pole

Tool Box:


Staple Gun (T-50)


Pliers


Small screw-driver set


Hammer


Drill with battery charger

Wish List/To Do’s

Tarp (small) to cover wood

Continue lighting protection system upgrade

Replace warped/burned wood window trim pieces inside cab

Sand and paint the interior

Replace fluorescent light fixture with something more period appropriate

Remove all the scrap wood and old battery from underneath cab

Replace plywood ceiling with era-appropriate paneling

Replace vents (leak)

Reconstruct (again) the trail leading from picnic area to stairway – utilize Miramonte Camp,


Blue Card Crews, SSCA, High Sierra Trail Crew?  

Build and install indoor historically correct cabinets

Wind Sock

Electric Heater (noiseless)

Flag Pole

Replace fire finder map with ½” mile map

Rehab fire finder (disassemble, clean and reassemble)

